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| our streets and open spaces while both 
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instruction they can in the art of living 
without adult company. 
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So Scandinavia gives 
our colony TB aid 


HE TB-stricken inhabitants of 
he’ thinkin Singapore, unable to secure 
ential pach Nelp from Britain because of her vast 
terrible evil €xpenditure on defence, are appealing 
oming moré/to the Scandinavians for anti- 

tuberculosis vaccination. 
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oach is by! Spending vast sums on rocket ranges and 
nterest, but, tomic weapons, will shortly be sending 
st does not) Vaccination teams out under the sponsor- 

the other) hip of the Scandinavian Red Cross and 
pacifism by Welfare societies, the United Nations Inter- 
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ince, yet all) the World Health Organisation. 
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PEACE NEWS 


THREEPENCE 


Pacifist candidates for 
the General Election 


NEW PPU DECISION 


FOR THEIR SUPPORT 


H E proposal to support pacifist candidates at the next General 


; Election was fully discussed at 
Pledge Union National Council last 


the first meeting of the new Peace 
weekend. 


Since the Union’s Annual General Meeting last April the majority 
of the Areas had decided against the original proposal to put up 10 


candidates with the official support 
But the National Council has 


of the PPU. 
now agreed, with only one dissen- 


tient that it should take the initiative in setting up an ad hoe com- 
mittee to support pacifist candidates at the next General Election and 
seek the co-operation of other organisations, such as the Fellowship of 


Reconciliation, 


the Peace Committee of the Society of Friends, the 


National Peace Council, the No Conscription Council and other bodies. 


It is understood that an appeal will 


money for a pacifist election campaign. 

(Continued 
Left: The new PPU poster. Leaflets 
with a similar message have also this ex- 
tract from Winston Churchill’s “The 
Second World War.”: “Far more impor- 


tant to us than the protection of London 
from terror bambing was the functioning 
of airfields and air squadrons. We never 
thought of the struggle in terms of the 
defence of London or any other place.” 


The Menace of War and the 
Weakness of Christendom 


HOLY. WARS BECAME 
UNHOLY 


Four Christian denominations were represented 
The speakers were Archdeacon Hart- 


London peace meeting last Monday. 
ill, Church of England; Father Gille, 


Congregationalist and Lady Parmoor (in 


The meeting was jointly organised by 


on the platform at a 
Roman Catholic; Rev. Alan Balding, 
the chair), Society of Friends. 


the Anglican Pacijist Fellowship, The 


Fellowship of Reconciliation and Paz. 


PENING the meeting, Lady 
Parmoor quoted a warning 
from Prof. Massey, vice-chairman 
of the Atomic Scientists Association. 
“We must speak now,” she said. “ The 
scientists themselves are appealing to the 
conscience of humanity.” Mankind had 
built up something so terrible that the 
question of war or peace took on quite a 
new aspect. The choice must ultimately 
be decided by each individual, and one 
could not exaggerate the responsibility 
which rested upon each one. 


Rev. Alan Balding, chairman of the 
FoR, said all life was a matter of loyalties, 
but for Christians one loyalty was absolute 
and wnqualifed. It that one sentence was 
the whole Christian case against war. 


Father Gille said the question naturally 
arose why the Chur¢h which had contri- 
buted to the abolition of other evils, such 


as slavery, had been unable to abolish war 
after 2000 years. 


God not impressed? 


Reviewing the history of the Church’s 
relation to war, he said the question did 
not arise until the Arab invasions. As the 
Arabs were out to expand not only trade 
but their religion, Christians considered 
their religion at stake. So the war became 
a holy war, and Christians got landed in 
the difficulty of trying to distinguish be- 
tween holy and unholy wars. 

Later came the Crusades. But one 
noticed that however holy these were 
they never succeeded, but left the Arabs 
where they were. It did not look as 
though holy wars made much impression 
on God. 

There were many reasons why the 
Church, with her gospel of peace, was not 
using her influence to compel the human 
race to adopt civilised methods of settling 
disputes. One was because each develop- 
ment of war was expected to be the last 
step before a final and permanent peace. 

Another was because unholy wars 
crept in through the Holy Wars. That 


was where the Church got caught. Bless 

one war for being holy, and you had to 

bless every war for pretending to be 
holy. 
The need for extremists 

There was no quick remedy, but per- 
sonally he advocated the cell system—the 
scattering of small compact bodies of ex- 
treme pacifists—so extreme as to impress 
the half-hearted. 

General persuasion by the Church might 
have little effect, but it was possible for 
small bodies, like the Society of Friends 
and the Anglican Pacifist Fellowship to 
act by pressure of moral example. 

The Venerable Percy Hartill, Arch- 
deacon of Stoke, author of the Minority 
Report in the “Church and the Atom,” 
said there were two things which events 
had made perfectly clear. 

One, that competition in armaments did 
not prevent war; the other, that people 
were not prevented from going to war by 
an appeal to their fear. 

Today the world was more than ever 
divided into two camps. The choice it 
faced was between the avoidance of war 
and starvation, which another war would 
render practically certain. 


Beliefs determine history 

But despite other divisions—economic, 
political, ete—the main cleavage of the 
world was ideological. 

We used to be told that it didn’t 
matter much what people believed so 
long as they lived the right kind of life. 
Today that was manifestly ridiculous. 
The determining factor of the world’s 
future was the ideas in peopfe’s minds— 
their conviction of what was true. 

As Christians, therefore, they must 
realise that the weakness of Christendom 
in regard to war was not the weakness of 
the Christian message. 

That message was: “If you believe that 
the inmost being of God is love, that 
carries with it the conclusion that love is 
the last word in power. And that is the 
step in faith which most Christians have 
been unable to take.” 


shortly be made to raise the necessary 


on page six) 


| With a bundle of Peace News 


CYCLING CONCHIE 
SAILS FOR CANADA 


ITH a rucksackful of Peace 

News and pacifist literature, 
PPU member Bertrand Henry left 
for Canada on the liner Aquitania 
on Tuesday. 


He plans to cycle over 3,000 miles across 
Canada, making as many contacts with 
pacifists as possible en route. 


This 28-year-old CO with his folding 
tent and sleeping bag feels ready for 
any hardships the journey may bring 
him, having experienced hunger and a 
hard bed during his three months’ prison 
sentence during the war. 


He hopes to spend a few weeks with re- 
lations in Manitoba but wants to get across 
the Rockies before the snows appear in the 
autumn. 


His final destination 

British Columbia is his final destination. 
There he hopes to secure land-work and 
ultimately purchase a small-holding. He 
is particularly keen on the proper care 
and treatment of the soil and wishes to 
contact Canadian members of the Soil 
Association. 

A PPU member since 1938, Bertrand 
Henry was registered as a CO in 1940 on 
| condition that he took up land-work. On 
refusing this conditional exemption he was 
sentenced to three months’ imprisonment 
in Walton Gaol. Later he became assis- 
tant warden at a Lakeland Youth Hostel. 


“T am very grateful for all that the 
PPU and Peace News did for me during 
the war,” he told a PN reporter before 
sailing. “I want to do all I possibly can 
to strengthen the contacts between 
Canadian pacifists and Peace News.” 


New law will not 
abolish -Australia’s 
colour bar 


A bill amending Australia’s immigra- 
tion Jaws was introduced into the House of 
Representatives in Canberra recently by 
Mr. Calwell, Minister for Immigration. 

It does not abolish the “ dictation test ~ 
altogether but permits the issuing of 
exemption certificates to prohibited imm1- 
grants and those liable to the test within 
five years of their arrival. 

Under the Immigration Act a person 
entering Australia may be required to sub- 
mit to a test in any prescribed European 
language, and if he or she fails to pass, may 
be refused admittance. This condition was 
used to exclude unwanted immigrants, in- 
cluding Asiatics. 

Educated Asiatics who were familiar with 
the principal European laguages were given 
the test in Czech or one of the less well- 
knowp languages. 
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We told them so 


T is very obliging of the Great 

Powers to behave in strict accor- 
dance with pacifist text-books, there- 
by corroborating some of our pet 
theories. 


Wilfred Wellock’s description of 
the American State of Mind is corro- 
borated by curent events. The 


“Great Republic” is showing signs | 


of panic, and displaying alarming 
symptoms of that advanced stage of 
moral cowardice which expresses it- 
self in persecution. 


What are they afraid of? Do they 


not possess the most devastating | 


weapon of defence of all time, and Leanfliciingamotived 


one which, as far as they know, no- | 


body else possesses? 


That, apparently, is just the 
trouble. They are so well defended 
they can hardly sleep o’ nights. 


It does not seem to matter much, 


nowadays which is cause and which 
is effect: whether nations arm be- 
cause they are afraid, or whether 
they are afraid because they are 
armed. The important point is that 
the two always go together and in- 


crease in proportion to each other. | 


In America’s case, however, there may 
be an additional cause for nervousness. 
At some level of consciousness the rulers 
of that country may be troubled with an 
instinctive fear of nemesis. They ended 
the war with a deed which is already es- 


Commentary 


Contrasts 


HE youth of today connot com- 

plain that they are offered no 
opportunity for adventure, travel, 
high endeavour, self-sacrifice and the 
blazing of new trails. 


There have always been such opportu- 
nities, and British youth has been tradi- 
tionally prone to take them. But today 
their choice of adventurous activities has 
the added attraction of contrast. 


There has surely never been a more 
startling contrast between the forms of 
adventure offered to youth than that be- 
tween joining the fighting forces and join- 
ing some,such organisation as the FAU 
International Service. The War Office 
describes the former in various publicat- 


tions. We describe the latter on the next 
page. 
That two such violently conflicting 


courses—in every way the exact opposite 
of each other— should be offered to the 
same young men in the same country just 
shows how exciting modern life can be. 


Only a few years ago empire-building 
was regarded as a thing of the past. Now 
| there is a whole new, vast empire waiting 
to be built—the empire of world brother- 
hood. 


It will resemble the old empires in one 
respect: the sun will never set on it. But 
it will have one fundamental difference: 
it will last, 


qT is not easy to be co-operative and 

competitive at the same time, and the 
effort to combine the two is providing occa- 
sional obstacles in the smooth path to 
Western Unity. 


First we have America protesting to 
Britain that the new trade agreement with 
Argentina will discriminate against Ameri- 


D 


‘Can commercial interests. 


Then we have American oil interests 
being surprised and pained to learn that 


| Britain is going to supply Argentina with 


54 millions tons of petroleum annually for 


five years, They are afraid this is a sign 


tablished as one of the great atrocities of 
history and has shocked the conscience of 
Christendom, to say nothing of pagandom 
and agnostidom. And we hope it is im- 
possible for decent people to remain calm 
and untroubled while they still hold in 
their hands the means, and the implied 
intention, of repeating it. 


Another pacifist theory which America 
is kindly confirming is that as soon as you | 
start arming against an enemy you have | 
to start imitating him. It is a most em- 
barrassing compulsion. 


Since America constituted itself Demo- 
cratic Champion No. 1 against Totalita- , 
rianism, authorities in various departments 
of its public life are behaving in an 
increasingly totalitarian manner. 


The heresy-hunting, the insistence om 
conformity, the suppression of free political 
opinion, the persecution of liberal-minded 
men, the fear of independence—all’ this 
shows a development of those very denials 
of personal liberty which Americans com- 
plain of in the Russian system and 
against which they are arming to defend 
us all. 


And now, apparently, their consciences 
are going to be more uneasy than ever. 
For we have just read a short Press item 
headed, “New Atom Bomb on the Way.” 


’ From this we learn that on June 27, the 


U.S.. Atomic Energy Commission's plant 
“will begin production of the explosive 
core of an advanced atomic bomb ‘on an 
assembly line basis.’” 


Now that this most inhuman of all 
scientific inventions is going to be mass- 
produced for export, we may expect a 
corresponding increase in the output of 
totalitarian persecution for home con- 
sumption. 
~may not be right in saying that “ Peace 
without force is a dream.” What is cer- 
tain is that peace with force is beginning 
to be a nightmare. 


PRENOUNCE WARANDIWILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 
This pledge, signed by each member, Is 


the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St.,. WC! 


Air-Marshal Tedder may or | 


1,000 Blocks of flats to be let at low 


10 Great Universities, at £10m each in our largest cities 
10 Endowments for each of the above at £10m 
10 Agricultural research buildings to increase home food produc- 


tion and endowments at £6m 


200 Hospitals in smaller cities costing £500,000 each 
200 New School buildings in large cities at £250,000 each 
400 New School buildings in smaller towns at £125,000 each 
Medical Centres in large cities at £lm 

20 Medical Centres in smaller cities at £500,000 each 

10 Great Libraries in large cities at £1m each 
Libraries in smaller cities at £500,000 each 


20 


20 


£15 per head 


is being spent by Britain on ‘defence ” this year, despite the 
fact that there is no defence against rocket-bombs and that it 
is still true “‘ that the bomber will always get through.” 

One way in which the money might be spent by a nation 
which did not fear invasion is outlined below. 


that the oil markets of the world are be- 
ginning to pass into the hands of Britain 
and the sterling area. 


Stop us if you aren’t interested, but all 
this looks as though sterling, which had 
been getting the worst of the exchanges 
for the first 10 rounds, is now beginning to 
force the dollar back on to the ropes.: This 
should go far to win back for Stafford 
Cripps the popularity he lost on the Bud- 
get, and provide heartening proof that the 
bulldog breed is not extinct, 


United we separately stand 


PPURNING from commerce to defence, 
we find similar difficulty in combining 
mutual aid with national interests. And in 
this respect, a recent article in the Sunday 
Times by Air Chief Marshal Sir John 
Slessor was calculated to cause despon- 
dency among supporters of the Pact. 


“Britain Needs a Bomber Force“ was 
its title. He virtually says that although 
the British and American Air Forces should 
be regarded as two parts of one whole and 
therefore should have specific functions, 
such co-operation might not be practicable 
because neither side could be expected to 
refrain from putting its own interests first. 


Strictly speaking, he says, all leng- 
range strategic bombing should be left to 
the Americans, while the British concen- 
trated on home defence, the protection of 
maritime trade, etc. But the difficulty is, 
he says, the Americans might not be in- 
terested in targets which were important 
for us but not so important for them. 


Free Enterprise 


4*OR example, we need enemy submarine 
bases to be bombed because we depend 
on food from overseas, but the Americans 
don’t, so they might not be interested in 
submarine bases. Further, he doubts 
whether we could expect them to divert 
their bombers to enemy rocket bases mtreiy 
to save our civilians from rocket attacks. 
Therefore, seeing that our war aims may 
not always be identical with theirs, we 
must have a bomber force of our own. 


If he’s right, Pacters will only help 


rents 
£100,000,000 
£100,000,000 


£60,000,000 
£100,000,000 
£50,000,000 
£50,000.000 
£20,000,000 
£10,000,000 
£10,000,000 
£10,000,000 


£760,000,000 


| 
£250,000,000 
each 
| 
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THE NORMAN DAVIDSON CASE 


By Albert E. Tomlinson . 
SECRETARY TO THE CENTRAL BOARD FOR CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


CASE of great interest to COs, 

and potentially to a much wider 
public, came before the Stratford 
Magistrates’ Court on June 15, when 
{Norman Stanley Davidson, of Rom- 
‘ford, was summoned for failing to 
obey an order to attend a medical 
examination under the National 
Service Act. 

At the onset the case appeared to be 
taking the normal course, familiar to hun- 
dreds of COs, and no doubt Norman David- 
son and his friends with him in the Court 
were expecting the “ qualifying ” sentence 
of three months’ imprisonment to be 
imposed. 

But Sir Herbert Dunnico, the Chairman 
of the Court, had other ideas. He had been 

reading the Criminal Justice Act, 1948 
very carefully and had come to the con- 
clusion that Section 17(2) of that Act 
laid on him the duty of deciding, whether 
or not imprisonment was the appropriate 
sentence to impose on a person. under 
twenty-one years of age. 

In view of the references which had been 
handed in, giving Norman Davidson an ex- 
cellent character, Sir Herbert decided to 
imposea fine of £10, although Mr. E. Adey, 
for the Ministry of Labour, stated that he 
considered it essential that COs whose 
cases had been dismissed by the Tribunals 
should be dealt with by imprisonment and 
that Sir Herbert’s action would create a 
danger2us precedent. 

“JT am afraid you will have to think of 
a better reason than that before asking us 


to go against the provisions of the new 
Act and send a young man of good charac- 
ter to prison,” said Sir Herbert. 

“This young man is under twenty-one; 
he has no criminal record; he has the 
highest possible character. Is there any 
special reason why he should be sent to 
prison?” 

All who have taken an interest in COs 
will see the implications of the case. If 
the majority of Magistrates are in agree- 
ment with Sir Herbert Dunnico that 
imprisonment is no longer an appropriate 
sentence for COs of good character umder 
the age of 21, it will be impossible for the 
COs to obtain a “qualifying” sentence, 
although it may be possible for them to be 
fined at regular intervals, until the total 
of their fines is considered to be equiva- 
lent to a three months’ sentence. 

Inability to obtain a “ qualifying” sen- 
tence would, of course, preclude any possi- 
bility of appealing to the Appellate Tri- 
bunal a second time. 

Norman Davidson may decide to pay the 
£10 fine, but what penalty could be im- 
posed on him, if he decides not to pay? 
This has a wider applicability, as it fore- 
shadows some difficulty in administering 


the law in cases where defendants are of | challenge of the 1950 General Election! 


previous good character and under the age 
of 21 years, if imprisonment is feneral'y 
agreed to be inappropriate and 
Detention Centres, mentioned in the 
Criminal Justice Act, 1948 are not able te 
be built for some years, owing to the cuts 
in capital expenditure. 


the | peace News, Ltd., and address them to th 


each other when and where it suits them! 

We thought we'd heard all the arguments, 
for Free Enterprise. This is the first we’ve 
heard of its application to military alk 
liances. Small nations, calling for aid 
against an aggressor, will feel rather an- 
xious about the price of their liberation. 


That Police Force 


TTHERE are many people who. like a 
correspondent whose letter is pub- 
lished on the opposite page, feel they can- 
not go all the way with us because they) 
cannot conceive the possibility of world 
peace without an armed police force. 

To such friends we would recommend a 
closer observation of an ordinary police- 
man’s modus operandi. They will observe 
for instance, that a policeman, when en- 
gaged in preventing a crime or punishing 
a criminal, is actuated by ene predominant 
concern—to make sure he gets the right 
man, 

Now this is the last thing an armed 
force is capable of doing. If a policeman 
acted like an army, then instead of goin 
after the criminal, he would ignore him 
altogether, call at the criminal’s house 
when he’s out, arrest his wife, knock his, 
children about with a truncheon, and set 
fire to the house. 

If, on reaching that stage in the legal 
proceedings, he learnt that the criminal) 
was still at large, he would extend the! 
same treatment to. the criminal’s neigh-! 
bours, until every household is the street] 
had put been out of action. And at the 
end of these preventive measures, he would, 
have achieved (besides destruction) one 
inevitable result— namely, the conviction 
in the minds of the whole locality that the 
policeman was the criminal and that what, 
they needed was a strong police force to 
prevent him from doing it again. 

An armed force is prevented by the 
very nature of its weapons from discrimi- 
nating between the innocent and the guilty. 
If only for that reason it would be im 
possible for an armed force (to quote our 
correspondent) “to ensure that the lawful 
decisiosns of authority are complied with.” 

For a law which relies on such means for 
its enforcement .can have no ultimate effect 
but to set an example of lawlessness. 


STEPS TO PEACE 


NE of the most important proposals! 

emerging from the PPU since the war; 
was given approval by the National 
Council last weekend.* 

This is the Development Committee’s 
proposal to implement the desire expresse 
at the AGM for the setting up of functional! 
as well as geographical proups. 

It constitutes, in effect, an appeal to all) 
members of the PPU, whatever their occuz 
pation, profession and religous or politica 
loyalties, to get together and review their 
pacifist faith and discuss how best to im- 
plement it in their own particular spheré 
and according to their own particular 
abilities. 

In order to initiate the new scheme & 
very important conference will be held 


\ at Friends House, Euston Road, of) 
Saturday, Nov. 5, at 2 p.m. ! 
After a preliminary welcome by the, 


chairman, the conference will divide int? 
seven or more commissions, dealing with 
the Steps to Peace through non-violent 
resistance, religion, political action, educa 
tion, science, the arts, and propaganda. 
The discussion at each commission will bé 
opened by a set speech from an expert if 
each particular field and will continue until 
5.30. From 6.30 to 7.30 the conference 
will meet in full session to hear the reports 
from each commission. It is hoped that) 
one result will be the setting up of func 


towards peace, renew 


strength and inspiration of the movement 
throughout the country. 


IMPORTANT ITEM 


HE had completed plans for emigration: 
booked his passage; packed hi 
luggage. — ! 
One thing more remained to be done‘ 
obtain a suaply of Peace News for distri) 
bution to passengers “during the voyag' 
across the Atlantic. t 
It is this automatic inclusion of Peat 
News in all their activities by our kee 
supporters which keeps Peace News alivé 
It is the gradual increase in their number: 
recently evidenced by the correspondence 
and visitors to the office, which augurs wel! 
or the future. : 
Oke Forward Fund is another channé! 
through which strength can come. Kee 
the stream of contributions flowing so th? 
Peace News may more effectively meet tf 


THE EDITOR | 
Please make cheques, ete. payable 1 


Accountant, Peace News, 8 Blacksto 


Road, N.4. af 
Contributions since June 10: £12 3s. > 
{Total for 1949: £275 1s. 5d. 
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THESE PEOPLE SPREAD 


While the statesmen of power 
politics and the great economic 
forces of self-interest are creat- 
ing fear and enmity throughout 
the world, another great force 
is gathering strength in opposi- 
tion: the force of Goodwill. 


Of these none is more typical t 
the FAU—Friends Ambulance Unit— 
the annual Report of which has just 
been published. 


It was formed in 1914, to meet the desire 
of those who had a conscientious objection 
to military service but yet wished to share 
in the work of relieving distress, During 
the first war it served in France and Bel- 
gium in close connection with the Red 
Cross and the armed forces but as an 
independent voluntary unit. 


In the second war it extended this ser- 
vice. Its members—1,314 men and women 
—worked in air raid services and hospitals 
at home and later in civilian relief as well 
as military casualties in 23 countries from 
Scandinavia to China. 


Concern: The needs of youth. 


At the end of the war they became con- 
cerned with the needs of post-war youth. 
Within a year a small group of specially 
qualified members was asked to assume 
responsibility for the welfare and education 
ef several hundred Berlin youth found 
living in evacuation camps in Austria. 

This experience influenced the nature of 
future activities. It is no longer an am- 
bulance unit; as such, it closed down in 
1946. Today, as the FAU International 
Service, it has set out to train young men 
and women in all kinds of constructive 
work, and provide teams for post-war re- 
construction abroad, chiefly for needy 
children. 

By 1946 the war-time FAU had gained 

- first-hand knowledge of youth problems in 
“post-war Europe, and organised a small 
‘group for helping children and young 
people in need through the war. The work 
included restoration of damaged buildings, 
the provision of new accommodation and 
the sending of manual workers to orphan- 
ages, schools, hospitals, youth groups, 
holiday camps. In this way they worked 


“We must 


“MOON we are to have “the most 

momentous general election ever 
fought.” All general elections are 
such. One would expect a climax 
to be reached, some time—but no. 
Previous elections may have been 


important, but they were nothing 
to this. 
Now for today’s happy thought. No 


matter which party wins, the elector 
ought to whoop for joy. 
Why? 
Because he can depend upon the victorious 
party to go right ahead and save him 


from some Menace or other. 
You ,see, there is always a Menace, on 
times there are several. You ought to 


Ten Years Ago 


From Peace News, June 23, 1939 


A procession of men, mainly clergy, 
marched with posters last week to 
Kingsway Hall, where a meeting on The 
Church of England and the Conscientious 
Objector,” was held under the auspices of 
the Anglicarw Pacifist Fellowship. 

Among the posters was one that read: 
“ Baptised members of the Church of 
England are pledged to renounce thr Devil 
and all his‘ works. Therefore, if War is 
the work of the Devil, we must renounce 
War.” 


The Rev. “Don” Robins of Leeds, 
pointed out that pacifiam “might lead to 
erucifizion and the death of a nation: but 
the nation that took this way of Christ 
might leave the biggest permanent mark 
for good in the world that any nation had 
ever known.” Nom 


— 


* * * 


A warning that pacifists attempting to 
Persuade young men not to register under 
the Military Training Act might be prose- 


Ty) cuted, 1418 given by the Home Secretary in 
) the House of Commons last Thursday. 


_ i all . 
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FRIEN 


DSHIP 


The work of the 
FAU International Service 


NUMBER of organisations are springing up in various parts of 
the: world with the intention of creating international fellowship and 
understanding by voluntary personal service. 


han what was known for 35 years as 
now the FAU International Service, 


in France, Germany, 
Holland and Norway. 
They give labour, material gifts when 
they can, but their main purpose is to 
create small links of international under- 
standing which may outlast their stay. 
Sometimes they join with other bodies— 
Roman Catholics, the Salvation Army, 
French Protestants, German Lutherans, 
American Congregationalists, the Swedish 
International Work Team, the IVSP. 


The New Venture 


In October, 1948, it opened up a new 
development. It set up headquarters in a 
rented house near Petersfield, Hants, for 
an experimental year, 

The purpose of country accommodation 
was' to be near farms where its inter- 
national personnel can work as day 
labourers as well as follow courses of train- 
ing for work abroad. Hospitality in 
British families will be sought, to enable 
foreign associate-members to gain a wider 
knowledge of English life. 

There are daily opportunities for wor- 
ship, provision for leisure hours, kitchen 
gardens, and hostel accommodation for 
about 30. 


Understanding through Co-operation 


It is difficult, says the Report, to put into 
words the whole purpose of the project: 
“The experiment has to be lived, and its 
meaning emerges in its daily events.” 

“We want to make it possible for young 
people to realise in experience what a 
foreign country is and who its people really 
are. We believe the best way to achieve 
this, and the increased international under- 
standing which can come from it, is to pro- 
vide opportunities for ordinary work in 
which international groups can co-operate. 

“Foreign travel can help .. . the 
theoretical knowledge which can be 
gained from books and speakers is es- 
sential; but deeper than any of those 
can be the understanding which comes 


Austria, Belgium, 


be decently grateful to your statesmen 
for saving you from these Menaces. 


We’ve never been without one 


APANY many years ago, those Godless 

¥ Frenchmen were an Appalling Menace, 
but Mr. Pitt saved us from them. True, 
a lot of people went hungry after being 
saved, and grumbled about it; it just 
shows how ungrateful people can be. 

Later, came the Russian Menace, but we 
defeated it in the Crimea, helped by 
those splendid allies, France and Turkey. 
Strange to relate, Mr. Gladstone, some 
years after, alluded to “the unspeakable 
Turk,” from which we gather that the 
Turk had become a Menace. He did 
eventually fight us in 1917, but we are 
friends again now, and America is 
arming him against another Menace. 

The Boers, while not quite a Menace* were 
very wicked men; they fought us, which 
shows that they were wicked. 

Then those Germans. Lord Vansittart said 
they were not even human beings, and 
he ought to know. 

The Japs were not only a Menace, but a 
Yellow Peril. 

As for the Italians, it was never quite clear 
whether they were a Menace, or only a 
Threat, 

Half-way through the last war, the French 
(Vichy vintage) became, after all these 
years, a Menace again. 

And, of course, from time to time, like sub- 
motifs in a symphony, there were Jews 
and Irish and Pathans and Zulus and 
Matabeles and Afghans and Chinese and 
Sudanese and Arabs. The last-named, 
(“the Menace of the Moslem world”) 
failed to yield the thrills expected of 
them. However, this is just as well, for 
our poor statesmen have been busy 
enough dealing with the Red Menace. 

We can rely on them to deal with these 
reckless Reds, and capably too. It’s a 
little expensive of course, £760 millions 
this year, probably dearer in future. 
But who cares? Even if we do go short 
of houses, or petrol, or other trifles, we 


have menaces’”’ 


Oh yes they were! 


everyday in 


from 
during a period of several months.” 


To this end they are inviting young Ger- 


co-operation 


mans (and possibly other nationalities 
later) to work with them in Britain, and 
sending young Britons to work abroad. 

The personnel is maintained by the or- 
ganisation which provides medical atten- 
tion and pocket money. Money earned by 
farming at home is put into the general 
funds. 

Applicants for membership have a pro- 
bationary training for two months. Full 
members are asked to give two years ser- 
vice so that continuity can be maintained. 
Associate members, mostly from overseas, 
may come for a minimum of six months; 
these are not necessarily pacifists. 


An Act of Faith 


In appealing for support, the FAU In- 
ternational Service has a strong claim on 
all who hope for international friendship, 
and pacifists in particular. 

In view of the strength and vastness of 
the forces now making for disintegration 
in the world, these small efforts at social 
reconstruction may, the Report admits, 
easily be thought futile. Yet it adds, it is 
an act of faith, and those who live by faith 
must be content to follow the duty they see 
and not to be over-anxious about results. 

“As we measure our personal experience 
of individuals against what is said about 
nations and countries, we believe there is 
room for such an experiment as ours.” 


SAYS TOM 
SULLIVAN 


don’t mind so long as we are saved from 
the Menace. 


Our final release from danger 


T is always possible, of course, that des- 
pite our harmless ways, the other fellow 
may mistake US for a Menace, and let 
fly with everything he has. However, 
dear reader, even that may let us out 
from under the Shadow of the Menace, 


for we stand an excellent chance of | the ordinary Community Centre—might be 


being rubbed out. 

The scientists, paid by the statesmen (with 
your money) have found ever so many 
clever ways of tidying human beings out 
of the way. 


our marvellous politicians, such a happy 
outcome could not be hoped for. 


they may save people from such fresh 
Menaces as may bob up. For there may 
yet arise a Black Menace; in fact, some 
think that it is already raising its re- 
sentful head. 


Do not ever forget, dear reader, that there | Hall, the Warden, who is head of the 
must always be a Menace of some sort; | family of assistants resident at the Hall, 


no self-respecting country should be 
without one; it gives the young people 
something to live for. 

Slinging mud at foreigners is a salutary 
occupation; it diverts our attention from 
our own shortcomings, and those of our 
leaders. Some lewd fellows of the baser 
sort have been heard to whisper that our 
politicians and militarists are our real 
Menace, but such whispers are not only 
unkind, but unpatriotic as well. 


Our contributor is 
perhaps not old enough to remember. The 
Boers were a danger to “ the girls of the 
gold-reefed city” (Johannesburg) and 
were trying “to push the British into 
the sea.” If that doesn’t constitute a 
menace we don’t know what does.—Ed. 
P.N. 


__ 


June 24, 


Above: in Britain for (left) 


Training 
reconstruction in Germany. 


LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR 


That Police Force 


T is all very well to refuse absolutely 

to have anything to do with armed force. 
But in the present unsettled state of the 
world when there is all too little good will 
among nations, is there good sense in 
taking no self-defensive measures our- 
selves? Can we be at all sure that if we 


in this country pursued a policy of com- 
plete disarmament for the sake of pacifist 
convictions, others would do likewise? 


It is here, I think, that a certain lack 
of realism in pacifism becomes evident; it 
springs from taking a better view of 

uman nature than the facts of history 
warrant. 


Within the framework of our national 
society we have a police force of which we 
all acknowledge the value and usefulness. 
We know only too well what would happen 
if it were disbanded. 


And as a police force is necessary within 
a nation, how can we logically claim that it 
is unnecessary outside the national boun- 
dary? If an integrated world society of 
nations is ever to become a reality, and 
world peace put on a firm foundation, it 
seems to me that we must have a collective 
armed police force to ensure that the law- 
ful decisions of whatever international 
authority is set up are complied with. 


_ We must work hard for peace. We must 
insist upon negotiation as the proper in- 
strument of all settlements. So far I am 
with you. Where I differ is in thinking 
that in taking a firm stand against any 
would-be agressor lies our only real chance 
of maintaining the peace of the world in 


| the years to come, 
G. I. BENNETT 


259 Broad Lane, 
| Bramley Leeds. 
(see Commentary, page two) 


Kingsley Hall 


TPHE post of Minister-Warden at 

- Kingsley Hall and Children’s House, 
Bow, London, has become vacant, and the 
Committee is seeking someone, man or 
woman, with the righgt personality and 
| qualifications to fill it. 


Kingsley Hall since 1915 has held a 
unique position as an interdenominational 
Centre for Christian service. It is now 
needing new impetus, new leadership, and 
a new set-up. It has extensive recreational, 


In that case, we shan’t | international links, 
worry about Menaces any more; only for | part. 


Of \a 
course, they themselves will probably | nised, also, 
manage things so that they, personally, | dering on a new LCC Estate gives every 
will not be removed. Their wish to sur-| Opportunity for a new development in 
vive is not a selfish one, but only that | Community service. 


Beg eee Po lea 


educational, and social activities for the 
children, youth and older folk of the sur- 
rounding district, 


Kingsley Hall—not quite the same as 


described as a Neighbourhood -House de- 
veloping out of a spiritual impulse: faith — 
that true religion is life as a whole, in all 
its aspects. The influence of the pacifist 
interpretation of Christianity, and strong 
also play a prominent 


There are two excellent modern buildings 
nd the original building is being moder- 
an adjacent piece of land bor- 


here is urgent need for a Warden to 
take over responsibility for further de- 
velopment of Kingsley Hall in the light 
of today’s needs and opportunities. 

Since the Church Fellowship stands 
firmly at the centre of the life of Kingsley 


is responsible not only for the’ organisation 
and oversight of the resident staff and 
voluntary workers; but he (or she) is also 
to be regarded as the Church Leader, or _ 
Minister-Warden, conducting the regular | 
and special services of the church (though 

ordination is not essential), or arranging 

for other suitable people to do so. 

The post will become vacant on Sept. 1, 
and the new appointment is to start from 
that date or as soon as possible thereafter. 
Applications and enquiries should be ad- 
dressed to Sydney J. Russell, Kingsley 
Hall, Dagenham, Essex. 


BEATRICE BURTT, MARGARET 
BEMROSE, CORDER CATCH- 
POOL, MILDRED NEVILLE, 


V. DORIS LESTER, SYDNEY J. 
RUSSELL, , c 
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AMERICAN COMMENTARY 


ae 


Wilfred Wellock 


Who is at present on a lecture 
tour in the U.S.A. at the invita- 


tion of the American Friends’ 


Service Council. 


HE rapid development’ of 

America—more rapid than that 
of any other country except modern 
Russia—proceeded by way of a 
laissez-faire individualism uncon- 
trolled by religious, ethical or social 
demands. 

That individualism is now threatening 
the country with problems which the 
materialism it has engendered is wholly 
incapable of solving. 


The extremes of poverty and wealth, the 
habit of “taking a chance,” of risking 
everything in a decision made on _ the 
flimsiest information, render the American 
mind exceedingly vulnerable to panic, 
incalculable and unstable. The deep sense 
of financial and political uncertainty, which 
the average American feels today, causes 
him to long for stability more than any- 
thing else, and yet to do the most insane 
things in order to get it. 


The decline of politics 


A strong impression which recent 
experiences have made upon my mind is 
that the public estimate of politics is fall- 
ing in the USA. 


I find almost everywhere a feeling that 
the key to “big money” and _ financial 
security finally lies in politics. ‘ 

I have been astonished, listening to con- 

versations in all sorts of places, at the 
frequency of such phrases as: “ Has 
politics got into it?” or “It’s got into 
politics, so the game’s up.” On the West 
coast I heard a man say: “Since the Lig 
canners and the big growers got together 
and went into politics, we small men are 
all up a gum tree!” 
' Yet it’s “big money” or the people who 
“go into politics,” who are in a panic 
today, and who are aiming at solidity (not 
mere solidarity) as the only basis of 
national safety. Their policy is—‘ Every- 
body must conform or be starved out.” 


Fear creates the herd spirit | 


Communism thus becomes Enemy No. 1 
to Big Business, but also to the national 
and local bosses in the Labour Unions, 
while the herd instinct asserts itself 
strongly in the mass-men of the assembly 
line and the repetitive machines. 

The worst of this tendency is that the 
demand for national solidity involves the 
extinction of all genius and distinction and 
a return to herdism or the complete indenti- 
fication of every person with the State. 
Distinction becomes: a challenge and threat 
to the State; a heresy which must be 
extinguished at all costs. 

No better proof could be found of the 


The Struggle for Disarmament by Robert 
S. W. Pollard. Demy 8vo. 36 pp. and 
cover (London: Friends Peace Commit- 
tee 1s.) 

FTER the first World War there was 
popular support for a programme of 
disarmament, and although most of the 
statesmen did not share the general en- 
thusiasm, they made real efforts and had 


| The Quaker 
Peace Testimony 


We feel bound explicitly to avow our 
continued unshaken persuasion that all war 
ig utterly incompatible with the plain 
precepts of our Divine Lord and Lawgiver, 
and with the whole spirit and tenor of his 
Gospel; and that no plea of necessity or of 
policy, however urgent or peculiar, can 
avail to release either individuals or 
mations from the paramount allegiance 
which they owe unto Him who hath said, 
“Love your enemies... .” It is a solemn 
thing to stand forth to the nation as the 
advocates of inviolable peace; and our 
testimony loses its efficacy ~in proportion 
to the want of consistency in any amongst 


ua. 
—Yearly Meeting Epistle, 1804 and 1854. 


~The above is an extract from “The 
Quaker Peace Testimony,” an anthology 
compiled by Jos, S. Rowntree and Helen Byles 
Ford and published by the Friends Peace 
Committee, 6d. 


fact that unrestrained fear strengthens the 
evil which gave it birth, than the attempts 
which are being made to- purge the USA 
of Communism. 

Below are a few examples which have 
come under my observation during past 
weeks. As several of them concern colleges 
and universities, it should be stated that 
quite a number of lecturers and professors 
have been “ fired”? in recent months. 


College professors fear Purge 


At one college, where I spent a whole 
day addressing and conducting forums with 
several groups, I was told that as a result 
of renewed attacks on the college by a 
reactionary local newspaper, the college 
administration had the jitters, while 
several Faculty members feared the loss of 
their jobs. 

The national persecution of the “ Reds” 
had opened the way to an attack on 
Radicalism everywhere, and since most 
colleges receive much financial help from 
local sources, the coercive power of a single 
local reactionary paper in chasing from a 


collere its most liberal thinkers, can be 
enormous. 
The second instance occurred in a 


small college town 1,200 miles from that 
above mentioned. At the end of my 
evening meeting a student called me aside 
and asked me if I were a Communist. 
He apologised for asking, but wanted 
this assurance to rebut another person 
who had left the meeting with the inten- 


tion of proclaiming that I was a 
Communist. 
Later a member of the local College 


Faculty told me that more Faculty members 
would have been present but for the fact 
that the local paper was carrying on a 
“Red” hunt. He explained how helpless 
they were. It was the duty of the College 
“ Administrations ” to defend their staffs 
from such attacks, but all to often they 
lacked the courage to do this. 


Heresy hunt spreading 


Robert Hutching, Chancellor of the 
University of Chicago, denied in a recent 
inquiry that there were subversive activi- 
ties in the University. 

“In two hours of questioning before a 
crowded gallery ” according to the Chicago 
Daily Tribune, “Chancellor Hutchins 
asserted that the University does not 
believe in the ‘doctrine of guilt by associa- 
tion,’ and quoted the Bible: ‘He consorted 
with publicans and sinners, therefore he is 
guilty.’ 

“The Chancellor said the University 
would not adopt a policy of dismissing 


ee = 


The Capitol, 


Washington, seat of - the 
J.S. Government. 


Faculty members because they were 
members of Communist front organisa- 
tions. The alternative to ignoring the 
situation, he said, would be to say to a 
possible Nobel Prize winner, that he 
(Hutchins) is against the Professor’s 
freedom of thought.” 

In city after city on the Pacific coast, 


I read in the local papers descriptions of | 


tests of fidelity to the American way of 
life which were to be applied to wide 
sections of the public. 

On May 24 the Californian State Senate 
passed by 27 votes to 4 a Bill “to ban 


the advocacy of all wicked issues by 
teachers ” (Los Angeles Daily News). The 
Bill lays down that no teacher “shall 


advocate or teach Communism, Nazism or 
Fascism with the intent to indoctrinate 
any pupil with, or inculcate a preference 
(for them) in the mind of any pupil.” But 
American practice has shown that the line 
cannot be drawn between “ objective and 
persuasive ” presentation. As one of the 
few critics remarked, ‘We may soon be 
burning’ books.” 


History book banned 


In a certain school in California 1 picked | 


up a book on American history. The 
teacher said, “ That is a very fine study, 
but it has been banned by our State.” 

In the Florida Times Union of June 3 I 
read: “Starting today every official and 
employee of the city of Jacksonville will 
be required to sign an oath of allegianee to 
USA and the State of Florida.” 

Next day the same newspaper reported 
that the Senate had authorised a probe 
of alleged Communism in the Florida 
colleges. 


_Fear of discussing Pact 


I have discovered a deep and wide- 
spread concern over the Atlantic Pact 
wherever I have travelled, but rarely is 
the issue raised in questions. People come 
to speak about it privately. To oppose 
arming against Communism comes very 
near to supporting Communism. 

Closely allied with this issue of Com- 
munism is the fear of an economic impasse, 
signs of the approach of which are 
already appearing on the horizon. If the 
advocates of ideological conformity would 
divert their attention from the former to 
the latter problem, there would be a 
brighter prospect for the United States 
than i& visible at present. 

But that issue must be the theme of my 
next commentary. 


Coercion of law — or of arms? 


some success, at least in limiting re-arma- 
ment. 

Since the second World War there has 
been no such wide demand, and the dis- 
cussions of the statesmen on the matter 
have been quite fruitless. Even pacifists 
have spent little effort in advocating it, 
but it remains as important as ever. 

Even if it is not entirely true that great 
armaments lead inevitably to war, it is 
certain, at least, that a modern war must 
be preceded by the building up of great 
armaments. The nations are doing that 
today, and (as George Robey used to sing) 
“if its all to take part in a war that won’t 
start, I’m more than _ surprised—I’m 
amazed!” 

There is therefore plenty of scope for 
propaganda, and a real need for suitable 
up-to-date literature on the subject. It 
is a pity that this pamphlet, although it 
contains much good material, shows signs 
of having been hastily put together without 
a sufficiently defined purpose. 

Most of it is devoted to a brief but ad- 
mirably clear outline of the disarmament 
negotiations from 1919 to 1934 and the 
diplomatic wrangles, power politics and 
manoeuvrings for security which resulted 
in their breakdown, the arms race ending 
in the second World War, and the disarma- 
ment provisions incorporated in the charter 
of the United Nations. When he comes to 
more recent events, however, the author 
drops his role of historian, addresses the 


Society of Friends, and starts to argue a 
case, urging that Soviet proposals should 
be assumed to be sincere, and that an im- 
mediate arms truce should be called while 
a convention for drastic and progressive 
reduction and limitation is negotiated. This 
is not altogether convincing. 

Two appendices have been added, one 
giving “ Police Principles” as distinct from 
military functions, and the other the pre- 
sent forces and expenditure of war for 
Britain, Russia and America. 

T.R.D. 


The Great Rehearsal, by Carl Van Doren. 
Viking Press, New York, $3.79. 


TPHIS is the story of the making and 
ratifying of the US Constitution, The 
title implies that “the situation (in 1787) 
was ... much like that of the sovereign 
state of the United Nations.” The author 
admits, however: “Nor do those citizens 
of the world who desire to see a federal 
world government created assume that the 
process would have to follow the example 
of the United States. The Federal Con- 
vention did not follow any single example. 
Neither should a General Conference of 
the United Nations be expected to.” 

The fruits of painstaking research, the 
book records the contentions for and 
against a constitution for the United 
States and purports to provide a criterion 
by which to judge arguments advocating 
or opposing a general government for the 
United Nations. Whatever our opinions on 
this point, the book should help us to 


Pastoral 


HAVE often been impressed by 
the frequency with which the 
metaphors of warfare are used in 
'Christian literature and hymnology. 


There is a sense in which the Chistian 
| life is a life of confllict. Jesus warned 
his disciples: 

“T came to. set man 
against his father, and the daughter 
against her mother, and the daughter-in 
law against her mother-in-law: and a 
man’s foes shall be they of his own house- 
hold.” 


The peace which comes by neglect of 
duty, by evasion of responsibility, by the 
refusal to denounce wrongdoing, by the 
adoption of evil’s own weapons, is a 
treacherous peace, an unhallowed peace, a 
dishonourable peace. 


a at variance 


Some of the greatest passages of Bunyan 
graphieally illustrate the warfare of the 
Christian life. Paul too, found the meta- 
phor convenient and urged the Christian 
to don the breastplate of righteousness, 
| the helmet of salvation, the shield of faith, 
and the sword of the spirit. 


Yet is is only a metaphor. I can empha- 
sise this by putting things into modern 
terms. ‘ Take up the poison gas of salva- 
tion, the tommy gun of faith, the atomic 
bombs of the spirit.” How hideous that 
sounds! Yet it is only the modern equiva- 
lent of Paul’s words. 


The metaphor is only metaphor. 


We may be clad in the whole armour of 
God, and yet be as outwardly defenceless 
as Christ was, with sandals on our feet, 
| rags upon our back, and perhaps neither 
staff nor purse in our hand. Our warfare 
is not for that reason any the less intense. 
We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against the spiritual hosts of wickedness. 


It is one of the paradoxes of the 
Christian faith that its followers must be 
men of war and men of peace. Again and 
again the New Testament calls upon us 
with the language of warfare, and urges 
us to sound the trumpet, to put on the 
whole armour of God, to fight, to stand firm 
in the evil day. Every man who looks 
into the depths of his own heart knows who 
the enemy is. Every man knows that he is 
;a mixture of the angelic and the bestial, 
| and that from the cradle to the grave his 
life will be in one sense, a warfare.- 


With equal clarity, the New Testament. 
calls upon us to live the life of harmony 
and concord. The Christian ideal is of 
concord in all the relationships of life. 
Concord in industry, concord in the home, 
concord between employer and employed, 
between husband and wife, between parents 
and children. Will not future historians 
write of our own age as that which wit- 
nessed the decay of family life? 


Peace in the Church of God. Dare I 
write of the need for this? The words of 
the hymn are still true, 


Though with a scornful wonder 
Men see her sore oppressed. 
By schisms rent asunder, 

By heresies distressed. 


How tolerant we are today, or so we 
think! Yet much of our kindly toleration 
is merely a polite fraternisation with the 
religious enemy. We are still as far off 
as ever from recognising one another’s 
churchmanship. Bishops, blunt by name 
and nature, cast doubts upon the sincerity 
of Free Churchmen’s views. Some of those 
of the Nonconformist faith are equally 
harsh when they speak of their brethren 
of Anglican and Roman churches. How 
strangely poets of all branches of the 
Christian Church mingle in the pages of 
our hymn books! Thomas Hornblower 
Gill, Isaac Watts, Cardinal Newman, 
Heber and Wesley. 


Can we not learn the wider charity that 
makes us harsh with our own failings, 
and tolerant with our comrades’? Can we 
go to Bethlehem to learn the paradoxes of 
the Christian way? A Baby born in a 
barn, a King riding upon a borrowed don- 
key, a Redeemer hanging from a cross, 2 
Prince of Peace, with the sword of division 
in His hand? 


JOHN VINCENT 


decide what sanctions should enforce the 
decisions of an international authority; It 
appears that the American Constitution 
succeeded because, in the words of Mason, 
it established a federal government which 
could “directly operate on individuals, and 
would punish only those whose guilt re- 
quired it.” 

As Ellsworth reasoned: “We see how 
necessary for the union is the coercive 
principle . .. The only question is, shall it 
be a coercion of law, or a coercion of arms? 
I am for coercion by law—that coercion 
which acts only upon delinquent indi- 
viduals. This constitution does not 
attempt to coerce sovereign bodies, states, 
in their political capacity.” 


Would that such wisdom had prevailed - 


in 1919, or at San Francisco! 
HAROLD S. BIDMEAD 
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From his desk at Dick Sheppard House, Stuart Morris, 
PPU General Secretary writes about unusuual 


SUMMER HOLIDAYS 


Judging by the particulars which arrive at the office no one who wishes to 


spend their summer holidays at a conference should find any difficulty! 


The 


following will provide short particulars of a few: 


Orjansgarden’s International Summer 

hool-Work Camp. At Upplands-Vasby, 
Near Stockholm, Sweden, July 15-Aug. 15. 
Particulars from Rektor Mikael Hoffman, 
Vrigstad, Sweden. 


Eighth International Montessori Con- 
gress. Subject: “Man’s Formation in 
World Reconstruction,” San Remo, Aug. 
22-29. Apply to the. Organising Commit- 
tee, Palazzo, Riviera, San Remo, Italy. 


Isle of Elba. A small Study Group is to 
Meet for the first eight days of September 
to examine the spiritual and_ political 
Situation in the world as it effects the in- 
dividual. Applications to Alan Thornhill, 
Pisa University, Italy. 


The World Union of Peace Organisations 
will be holding its first International Con- 
ference at St. Cergue, near Geneva, Swit- 
zerland, Sept. 7-14, when three main sub- 
jects will be considered: “ World resources 
and world needs,” “ World preparations and 
human survival,” and “World morality and 
World order.” 


Lord Boyd-Orr, Professor Bronowski, 
M. V. Kostelecky, and atomic scientists are 
among a group of international speakers 
who have already promised to attend. 
Though mainly for the representatives of 
International and national peace organisa- 
tions, individual visitors will be welcome 
if accommodation is available. Applica- 
tions to the Secretary, St. Cergue Con- 
ference, 1 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 


IVSP. The following are amongst the 
Summer services planned for this year: 
Wickenby, Lines., July 28 - Oct. 29: 
Camp to assist with harvesting, etc. There 
ls a special need for volunteers for 


potato lifting and 


October. 


Leeds: Work-Camp to make a park to 
improve the amenities of the new estates 
which are part of the slum clearance 
scheme. 

Bodenham Manor School: prepare the 
grounds and house of a special school. 


For further particulars for all these 
apply to IVSP, 3 Cromwell Road, S.W.7. 

“Stop-War” Camp, Heist-sur-mer, Bel- 
gium. Has 20 tents and 30 beds in dor- 
mitories with special facilities for children. 

Visitors should bring eating utensils and 
one or two blankets. Only charges are for 
food 50 Belgian francs (6s.) per day; less 
when guests do their own cooking. 

The house has been opened by Baron 
Allard of Stop-War, 16 Grand Place, 
Brussels. It is 13 miles from the sea, with 
lovely dunes and sea bathing; 10 from 
Bruges; 23 from Knokke-Zoute and 60 
from Brussels. He writes: 

“Our goal is to make people happy, know 
more about things and love more, learn to 
appreciate life and renounce hurting one 
another in wars and other uncivilised 
‘ traditions.’ 

“We are mainly Catholics in Belgium, 
which means we love all peoples, Moslems, 
Jews, atheists and people belonging to all 
churches. 

“We are not Communists, but we love 
them just as much as all our other brothers 
and we refuse to fight them. They are 
very welcome at Stop-War. So, if you like 
our spirit of non-violence and of love, 
come to the Stop-War camp. 

“Open from July 15 to September 15.” 


during September 


Letters to other Editors 


UR archbishops and statesmen... have 

transferred their faith to atom bombs 
and other military force the 
“Christianity” that was dropped on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

How dare the Church reprimand parents 
for the low standards today when it has 
acquiesced in all the barbarism of war and 
Called it a “ crusade"! 

(Mrs.) M. HOLLAND 
Strathville Road, S.W.18 


ews Chronicle, May 12, 1949 


MTTHANK you for your editorial “ Guns 
for butter.” One rarely reads such a 
Sensible Leader these days. 
The large sums of money now being spent 
Dy the Government on building up military 
Strength" would be serving a_ better 
purpose it they were used to pay off part 
of the huge National Debt. The thousands 
ot young conscripts serving in the Forces 
Wiig ae employed getting Britain 
é eet agai ing i 
factory and field, am ve Working in 
As Captain B. H. Liddell Hart, the 
military expert, said during the war: 
“If Britain keeps a conscript army after 
the war, that will make a mockery of 
Victory ... The system of conscription. .. 
as been one of the main factors in paving 
the way for bigger but not better wars and 
In precipitating them.” 
J. GRANVILLE MARSH 

64 Beach Road, 

Litherland. 
Bootle Times, March 4, 1949 


N ORTH LONDONERS last week had a 
*‘ good example of the way in which the 
Army never delivers the goods, when the 
bands accompanying the military parade, 
by their failure to cover the whole of the 


route, disappointed crowds of waiting 
children at Edmonton. 
Military victory only comes’ through 


bringing ruin to the victors. The piling 
up of huge armies only makes war more 
certain. 

We in the Stoke Newington Peace Group 
are doing our best to rouse the people of 
this locality to the dangers of military 
propaganda and the effect of military 
training on the youth of Britain. 

None of those anti-aircraft guns or 
fighter planes offered a scrap of protec- 
tlon against V2’s or atom-war-head 
rockets. 

Monty may want to die fighting in 
France. We want to liva to help preserve 
Britain’s moral leadership—making her 
the first country to lay down her arms in 
the cause of real peace. 

Must we have a third world war before 
the people realise that the military are 
the fifth column in every country? 

; HUGH H. BROCK, 
Chairman, Stoke Newington Peace Group. 
79 Lordship Park, N.16, 

Hackney Gazette, June 10, 1949. 


\LE: MASON’S review of the cost in 
“life and wealth resulting from the 
second world war should convince readers 
of the need for each to join the 


Pacifist Profiles 


HIS well-known Belgian writer 
and lecturer, Magda Yoors- 
Peeters, has been an active member 
of the pacifist movement since 1923. 
Prominent in local administrative affairs, 


| she was a county councillor in Antwerp 


MAGDA YOORS-PEETERS 


until the outbreak of the second world war, 
and a member of the Public Health and 


Town Planning Commissions. She was 


Under this heading we propose to 
give from time to time excerpts from 
letters to editors of other journals 
which we believe would be of interest 
to Peace News readers 


We cordially invite cuttings, es- 
pecially from the local Press for in- 
clusion. Each cutting should bear the 


name of the periodical from which it 
was taken, together with tte date of 
publication. 


organisations engaged in an effort to pre- 
vent another war. 

In spite of the Atlantic 
common knowledge that three influential 


Pact, it is 


men in high places in England, and a 
number in the USA have advocated attack- 
ing Russia with atomic bombs. 

Modern warfare is the massacre of many 
thousands of unarmed, inoffensive, help- 
less men, women and_ children. At 
Hiroshima, only one bomb killed 60,000, 
injured 100,000 and destroyed almost the 
whole of a city of 250,000 by blast or fire. 
Therefore, one can imagine the death and 
devestation which would result from atom 
bombs falling on the chief cities of Russia 
and the Balkan States. This is not a ques- 
tion of friend or enemy, but of human life 
and humaneness and morality. 

Should any reader wish to make contact 
with any of the Peace organisations, he can 
di so by applying to: Editor, Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4, A 

.B, 


Sheerness. 
The Christian Advocate, May 27, 1949 
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also one of the Board of Governors of the 
Malines County School for Midwifery and 
the maternity home. 


Until 1936 she was Secretary of the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation for Belgium. 
She is now a vice-president of Pax, a mem- 
ber of the WRI and of the Women’s Inter- 
national League. She is also.a keen 
federalist and member of the Crusade for 
Wor'd Government, and attended the Con- 
ference on World Government which was 
held in Luxemburg from September 5 to 
11 last year. 


She is a member of the PEN Club, and 
during the war gave lectures on Belgium in 
this country at the request of the Belgian 
Government. 

Since the war she has visited various 
European countries—Holland, France, 
Austria, Sweden and Luxemburg—for the 
purpose of lecturing on various subjects, 
such as World Government, Life in 
England, the Comparative Psychology of 
the Nations, etc. 

Magda Yoors-Peeters leads a busy public 
life, has many interests and is an authority 
on many subjects. But of all of them. the 
concern nearest her heart is that of help- 
ing towards a_ better understanding 
between different countries and _ peoples 
and of securing a permanent basis for 
peace. 


Her husband is Eugene Yoors, 
world-famed stained glass artist who 
designed the George Lansbury Memorial 
Window in Kingsway Hall, Bow. Before 
the Second World War his work was to be 
seen in many of Belgium’s finest churches 
and schools. Now—to quote a friend— 
“he is busy doing it all over again” as 
Belgium makes good war’s second wave of 
devastation. 


Magda Yoors-Peeters escaped with her 
husband and daughter to England at the 
time of the Dunkirk evacuation. They 
have a son who is already making a name 
for himself as a sculptor. 


the 


THE STRUGGLE 
for 
DISARMAMENT 


by 


Robert S. W. Pollard 


A detailed survey of the negotia- 

tions that went on during the 

inter-war years for measures of 

world disarmament and a con- 

sideration of the  post-second 
world war proposals. 


Price Is. 


FRIENDS’ PEACE COMMITTEE 
Friends’ House, Euston Road, N.W.1 


Notes for your Diary 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


As this is a free service, we reserve the FINSBURY PARK: 11 a.m. Open-air 
right to select for publication notices sent |meeting; Cllr. Beadle: Stoke Newington 
in. We nevertheless desire to pee, it as | PPU. 
complete a service as We reasonably ean, -. . 
and therefore urge organisers of events to: ~ ae ere 7.30 p.m. Open-air 


1. Send notices to arrive not 


later than Monday. 


2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, 
street); 
event; speakers, organisers (and 
8€cretary’s address)—preferably in 


lace (hall, 


that order and style. 


Thursday, June 30 


LONDON, W.C.2: 1 p.m. Lincoln's Inn 


re! open-air meeting; Sybil Morrison; 


Friday, July 1 


LONDON, W.C.1: 7.30 pm. 8 End- 
sleigh Gardens; Central Pandan PPU. 


Saturday, July 2 
3.30 to 


fj BARNSTAPLE: 6.30 p.m. 
Today (Friday) Friends Meeting House, 35 Bear Street; 
Area Conference; Speaker: Perey W., 


}UONDON, W.C.1: 7.30 p.m.: 8 Ende- 
**igh Gardens; ‘East and West”; 
Yon Klenze: Central London PPU Group. 


Saturday, June 25 
SOUTH HARROW: 


3 p.m. 
Cottage, South Hill Avenue; Social 


Bartlett; Tea provided. FoR. 


DERBY: 3.15-5.45 p.m. Osmaston_ Road 
Baptist Church House. Charnwood Street, 
Area Conference for South Derbyshire; 
Speaker: Rev. Percy Ineson. FoR. 


Sunday, July 3 


Reunig FINSBURY PARK: 11 a.m. Open-air 

and m; Harold W. Johneon; meeting; Stoke Newington PPU Group. 
District Pacifists. HYDE PARK: 7 p.m. Open-air meet- 
c ing; PPU. 

COLWynN BAY: 2.15 e 


~_ A Pp. 
Meeting House, Colwyn Bay; FoR Area 


conference, 


Wednesday, July 6 


Lo Sa | e : LONDON, W.11: 7.45 p.m. 5 Horbur 
wate: Agate ae! ae He, prise Crescent: “* NaitV idlence Rind ‘World 
zenship Movement. Yi Peace, speaker: Swami Avyaktananda: 


LEWES: 


S.W. London PPU Group. 


” 3.80 pm..-6 DULWICH: 8 p.m. Dulwich Grove Con- 
Meeting House; Professor Catlin “ World |gregational Church, Melbourne Grove: 
perewame: t ": Chairman: Bernard Booth-|Secretary: W. A.: Greatwood, Denmark 
Toyd (Editor, Peace News). Garage. Canning Cross, S.E.5: Dulwich 

* PPU Group. 
Sunday, June 26 Thursday, July 7 
NEWCASTLE: 7.30 p.m. B; h FOREST HILL: 7.30 p.m. 10 Perry 
“Den-air meeting. Newcastie PPU “EE Rise, S.E.23; Grand social and annual 
. reunion; pooled supper; all welcome; 
. LONDON, W.C.l: 8 pm. Sydenham and Forest Hil! PPU Group. 


Square Presbyterian Church; “John Bun- 
%8m." Vera Brittain; Minister-in-Charge: 


Patrick Figgis. 


LONDON, W.C.2: 1 p.m. Lincoln’s Inn 
ak: Open-air meeting; Sybil Morrison; 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


LATEST TIME for copy: Monday before 
publication. 


TERMS: Cash with order. 3d. per word, 
minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d. extra). 
Please don't send stamp, in payment, 
except for odd pence. Marimum length: 
50 words. Address for Box No. replies: 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


When corresponding with PN abou: an 
advertisement, quote its first words, clacsi- 
fication, and date. 

We reserve the right to hatd over ad- 
vertisements and to limit the frequency of 
continuing advertisements. 


MEETINGS 
LEWES. At Friends Meeting House. 
Saturday, June 25, 3.30 to 6 p.m. Pro- 


feasor George Catlin om ‘* World Govern- 
ment”; Chairman, Bernard Boothroyd, 
Editor of Peace News. 


WEIGH HOUSE Charch. Duke Street. 
W.1. (Bond St. Tube), Sunday evening, at 


7. The Gospel of Peace! Social hour 
follows, 


LONDON, S.W.1. 8 p.m. Monday. 
June 27. ‘ Living Together in Harmony.” 
Speaker: Mary Maccaulay. Alliance Hall, 
Palmer Street. Admission 2s. 6d. 


ACCOMMODATION 


DERBYSHIRE FILLS. Food Reform 
Vegetarian Guest House for happy holi- 
days or restful recuperation: all modern 
comforts. A. and K. S. Ludlow, The 
Briars, Crich, Matlock. (Station: Amber- 
gate. Tel.: Ambergate 44). 


ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE vege. 
tarian and diet reform. Others welcomed. 
Sea front, small village. Innisfree, St. 
Mary's Bay, Ashford, Kent. 


HOLIDAY BUNGALOW to let, in acre 
garden. Sleep three. Five minutes beach, 
shops, buses. Electric light, main water, 
bath. Garden produce. Vegans or vege- 
tarians. 6 gns. weekly. Crocker, Buck- 
leigh, Westward Ho! 

FOUR-BERTH caravan, secluded beauti- 
ful site. Sea two miles. Vacant 2-16 July, 


September 10 onwards. AS guineas. 
Lambert, Hougham, Dover. 


WANTED BY secretary of CBCO. Un- 
furnished or furnished accommodation. 
Telephone EUSton 5501 or ILFord $252. 


BUSINESS WOMAN requires two un- 
furnished rooms in quiet house wkhin 
reach Oxford Circus. 30s. a week approx. 
Box 63. 

MOUNT AVALON, Glastonbury, Somer- 
set. Holidays in attractive country house. 
Magnificent hill views, lovely walks. Few 
minutes historic town and Abbey. Ched- 
dar Gorge, Bath, Somerset coast, etc., 
easily acceasible. Exclusively vegetarian, 
own garden produce. Terms moderate, 
4.a.e. for brochure. Mrs. R. F. Hunt. 


EDUCATIONAL 


SPEAKING & WRITING lessons, 5a. 
Dorothy Matthews, B.A., 32 Primrose Hill 
Road, London, N.W.3. PRimrose 5686. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 

PLANTS FOR eale, Brussel Sproute, 
cabbage, ete. 3a. per 100. Frank Trend, 
FRHS, Gilmore Farm, Brushford, Dulver- 
ton, Somerset. 

SALE _ CARAVAN. 8-berth. Well- 
fitted. Calor gas cooking, lighting, coal 
fires, oven, sink, curtains, lino. Complete 
home or holidays. Cheap. Write 
BM/Whiteway, London, W.C.1. 

PACIFIST’S LIBRARY 28 well-known 
books, secondhand, £2 10s. Mra, Jones, 
46 Moundfield Road, N.16. 


LITERATURE, &c. 


QUAKERISM. Information and Litera- 
ture respecting the Faith and Practice of 
the Religious Society of Frienda, free on 
application to the Frienda’ Home Service 
Comonite Friends’ House, Euston Rd., 

ndon. 

HHOUSMAN'S BOOKSHOP: order now 
*“*Nineteen Eighty-four” George Orwell's 
latest novel, 10s. 6d. (postage 6d.)—‘“* E. 
Standard" Book of the Month. David 
Low's *‘ Years of Wrath: a Cartoon his- 
tory, 1932-1945" 316 cartoons and text. 
256. (postage 9d.). Send for our latest 
list, including detaila of etock clearance 
bargains. Housmans Bookshop (the PPU 
Booksellers) 8 Blackstock Road, London, 
N.4 


LAURENCE HOUSMAN, published to- 
day in the PN Pamphlet Series his “‘ What 
Price Salvation Now?” A _ dietinguished 
author challenges Christians about war. 
2d. (postage ld. extra). Quantities at 
ls. 10d. dozen. Post free. Peace News 
Publications Dept., 3 Biackstock Road, 
London, N.4. 


PERSONAL 


FRANCE BY car! 
Any couple interested, 
September. Write: 
Bramley, Guildford. 


MARRIAGE BUREAU. Suitable intros 
ductions arranged privately. Details free. 
Mary Blair (Room 59), 147 Holborn, E.C.1. 
PPU Group. 


2 seats available. 
cheap fortnight 
Kay’s Bookshop, 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 
SINGLE MAN, 85, keen, seeka employ- 


ment farm work or market garden. 
Box 66. 
PPU HEADQUARTERS. A_ vacancy 


occurs for a man or woman willing to 
undertake important and interesting pasi-e 
tion offering new opportunities for service 
to the movement. Details from General 
Secretary, PPU, 6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.L 


MISCELLANEOUS , 


ANTI-CONSCRIPTION postcards—the 
amusing “I've got Scripture and Bayonet 
Practice for Homework ’’ cartoon, Sample 
2d., 9d. dozen, 6s. 100 post free, fram 
Peace Newa Publicationa Dept., 3 Black- 
stock Road, London, N.4. 


WAR RESISTERS’ International walk 
comes gifts of foreign stampa and une 
damaged air mail covera. Please send te 
WRI, Lansbury House, 88 Park Aveaur 
Bush Hill Park, Enfield, Middlesex. 


Essential Reading 
for Active Pacifists 


THE PPU 


JOURNAL 


Monthly 


From Peace News, $ Blackstock Rd., 
N.4, of your local PPU Group 
(Postage 1d.) 


Fourpence 
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(continued from p. 3) 


Gandhi and ‘«Peace”’ 


ME: ROY WALKER is one of the very 
dVE few Englishmen who are entitled to 
speak with authority on Gandhian ethics. 
He has already dealt with the remarks 
made by Mr. F. A. Lea in his review of 
Gandhi’s Autobiography. 

There are however two striking points 
which still call for observation. Mr. Lea 
says: “ He (Gandhi) would counsel a com- 
plete renunciation of property, yet lay 
down the precept, that property should be 
used as ‘trust’; he would counsel abso- 
Jute non-violence, yet lay down the precept, 
that violence be used justly. It is notice- 
able, that this hero of the Pacifist move- 
ment hardly ever spoke of peace: the touch- 
stones of all his activity were ‘ truthful- 
ness’ and ‘compassion.’ This personal 
focus is what makes Gandhi so bewildering 
to politicians, and accounts for most of his 
apparent inconsistencies.” 

The evidence, from which Mr. Lea has 
drawn these conclusions, are not made 
available by him, so as to enable the reader 
to analyse and assess the material. I can- 
not recall the use of the word ‘trust’ by 
Gandhi as a substitute or an alternative 
for ‘renunciation of property,’ unless the 
term were applied in an __ entirely 
different context somewhere. Nor has 
Gandhi at any time laid down the precept, 
that ‘violence be used justly.’ 

Mr. Lea has also remarked: 


“That this hero of the Pacifist move- 
ment hardly ever spoke of peace. The 
touchstone of his (Gandhi’s) activity were 
‘truthfulness’ and compassion.’” 


Here the word ‘compassion’ is obviously 
a misquotation. The Indian National Con- 
gress for nearly three decades working 
under Gandhi’s guidance adopted ‘ truth- 
fulness’ and ‘non-violence’ (not ‘com- 
passion ') as political weapons for winning 
the political freedom from British Rule. 
That, the National Congress has not come 
up to that sublime standard, as was ex- 

ected of it, is however, another story. 

ut throughout all Gandhi’s words and 
deeds there runs the thread of unques- 
tionable evidence of his strict adherence to 
‘truthfulness’ and ‘non-violence.’ And 
what is ‘non-violence’? It is the very 
root, from which springsup the flowers 
and fragrance of Peace. 

Mr. Lea is drawing an unwarrantable 
inference in suggesting that “this hero 
of the pacifist movement hardly ever spoke 
of peace.” 


G. S. DARA 


Gandhi Society London, 
16 Regent Square, W.C.1 


Get down to cases 


* G. MACFARLANE'’S letter (May 27) 

* raises an important matter. Ob- 
viously the PPU has no agreed political 
policy, and I do not think it would be of 
any avail to try to formulate one in such 
detail that it would become a rigid pro- 
gramme to which candidates would be ex- 
pected to subscribe in detail. 


I am sure a social philosophy and broad 
practical programme based upon our 
pacifism should be worked out. At present, 
in the political sphere, pacifism is simply 
something tacked on to other social philo- 
sophies— new patches on old garments. 

C. E. TRITTON 
Shepherds Corner, 
Rinemer, 
Sussex. 


Pact ‘‘Agressive’’? 


FEEL that the Rev. S. N. Veitch, 
suggesting in Peace News of May 27 
that the Atlantic Pact is not aggressive, 
consideration than 


is worthy of more n 
merely the inference that he is being 
ironical. 


New Commonwealth 
Constitution 


A TRIUMPH FOR 
NON - VIOLENCE 


—Editor of Harijan 


HE re-orientation of the British 
: Commonwealth to include within 
its framework the new Republic of 
India is held up as a triumph for non- 
violence by the editor of Harijan, the 
newspaper founded by Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

In his leading article of May 8, entitled 
“The New Fellowship,” K. G. Mashruwala 
writes: 

“The very fact that, in spite of our 
declared intention to become a republic, 
and to work for neace and to take an 
independent attitude in international 
politics, the other Dominions were anxious 
to keep India as an equal member is a 
success of the force of Satyagraha (the 
settlement of disputes by non-violent 
means). 

“For Satyagraha cannot be said to have 
fulfilled itself wholly until it establishes 
friendship and goodwill between parties 
which were erstwhile mutually hostile. This 
friendship is coming about. Let us hope 
it will still develop until there is peace and 


! friendship between India, South Africa and 


other Dominions. 


No military obligation 

“Tt is a sort of fellowship, whose mem- 
bers will co-operate with one another for 
mutual peaceful progress, but will be under 
no obligation to stand by one another for 
militarist policy or for the formation of 
political power blocs, 


“India, with her declared policy to sup- 
port the cause of world peace, may be re- 
garde@ as having secured seven members 
of a single federation as its probable co- 
operators. How far India is able to ad- 
vance this cause will depend entirely upon 
her own earnestness, ability, idealism, anu 
internal advance. If we are able to con- 
tinue the line of Gandhi and Nehru without 
a break we have now at least a good chance 
for doing so. It is a long term programme 
of continuous devotion to an ideal. 

After outlining the position of the King 
in the Commonwealth—senior in rank to 
the President of India, yet without power 
in that country—the editorial concludes: 

“ Considering the subject purely from the 
point of Peace and Non-violence, I regard 
this new orientation of the old British 
Commonwealth as a step to be welcomed,” 


points out that the danger of the Atlantic 
Pact is that it emphasises and crystallises 
the already dangerous division of East and 
West. But it is the logical counter move 
of the non-pacifist in the face of expanding 
Communism. To label it aggressive is an 
over-statement not helping our cause. 


Certainly we must be vigilant in point- 
ing out our national errors and hypocricies 
but we must not give the impression that 
anything savouring of appeasement by a 
non-pacifist Government can lay the basis 
for peace, though we work tirelessly for 
true reconciliation. 

We are pacifists because we will not 
support even a just cause by arms. One 
reason that the last war decimated our 
numbers was because many folk regarded 
us as a “ last ditch” insurance against war, 
without thinking out the full implication 
of the Pledge, but I suggest another 
reason was that we too often implied we 
could get “ Successful” results with Dicta- 
tors by a bit of co-operative give and take. 
In 1939 many felt Britain’s cause as re- 
latively just as any nation’s could ever be, 
and forsook us and fled. 

DENIS P. BARRITT 


“White Gable,” 
Dunmurry, 


Gesture 


; HE Ballet Foundation of New 


to Russia 


York is willing to perform in the 


Soviet Union, with no remuneration desired, as a gesture of 


goodwill. 


Mr. Blevins Davis, President of the 
Ballet Theatre Foundation, has offered to 
pay all expenses of his dancers and techni- 
cians, supply all scenery and costumes, and 
provide an orchestra director, if the Soviet 
Union will permit his company to make a 
tour in September or October. USSR 
would only be asked to supply a suitable 
orchestra. 


Without payment 
The ballet company does not want “any 


Sea eee 
A Novel for Pacifists 


DANCE OF. THE APPRENTICES 
by Edward Gaiters 

The Testimony of a CO in the 1914 War 

powerfully written against a working 

. class background in Glasgow & London 
108 Post Free 


William Maclellan, 240 Hope St., Glasgow, C.2 


payment whatsoever for our performances,” 


and is willing to turn over the entire pro- 
fits resulting from their appearances to 
any fund, group or organisation designated 
by Soviet officials, 


Mr. Davis made thé offer ta Soviet Am- 
bassador Alexander Panyushkin on May 10. 

“We would like to present the Ballet 
Theatre in Russia because we believe the 
Russian people would like what we have to 
offer and because we deeply respect the 
tradition which the world has inherited 
from the Russian ballet,” Mr. Davis wrote 
Mr. Panyushkin. 

He expressed hope that his offer would 
be accepted “because through the ballet, 
which has no language barrier and is an 
art form which is mutually admired and 
understood by both our countries, we feel 
that an immediate result may be achieved 
in further cementing the friendly relation- 
ship between our two great nations.” 


PPU National 
Council and 
pacifist candidates 


From page one 
pag 


The National Council spent most | 
of the Sunday morning session dis- 
cussing the question of pacifist 
candidates following the reference back by 
the Annual General Meeting of that sec- 
tion of the General Secretary’s report 
which had stated that the previous 
National Council had not felt able to make 
any recommendation on the matter. 


At that time, Frank Hancock had urged 
the PPU to put at least ten candidates in 
the field and had anounced his own inten- 
tion of standing as an anti-war candidate. 


Last Sunday the Secretary reported that 
he had received letters from groups and 
individuals commenting on the suggestion. ! 
Area Representatives present informed 
Council of decisions taken at Area meet- 
ings where the matter had been discussed. 
From this information it appeared that 
only the South-East Area was in favour 
of the proposal, Barnet Region, Lake- 
land, Surrey, Yorkshire, Bucks and South 
Midland Areas were all opposed at least 
to the suggestion that the PPU itself 
should put up candidates. 


During a long discussion, Frank Han- 
cock, while not asking for the approval of 
his proposal in detail, expressed the view 
that the National Council could not ignore 
the strongly expressed view of the AGM 
that the PPU should take some action in 
regard to the General Election. 


He recognised the difficulty of divided 
loyalties, but felt that if the PPU really 
believed that there were a large number 
of people who did not want another war 
they should be given the opportunity of 
expressing this in the effective and demo- 
cratic way which the Election provided. 


_It was finally agreed, with only one 
dissentient: 

“That while it should not be the policy 
of the Peace Pledge Union to put up 
candidates at the General Election, the 
National Council should take the initia- 
tive in setting up an ad hoc committee 
to support pacifist candidates who would 
be standing at the General Election; 
seek the co-operation of other organisa- 
tions such as the Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation, the Peace Committee of the 
Society of Friends, the National Peace 
Council, the No-Conscrivtion Council, 
the Labour Pacifist Fellowship, and the 
Independent Labour Party, and appeal 
for money for that purpose.” 


The following have agreed to form the 
nucleus of the committee to act on behalf 
of the PPU: Bernard Boothroyd, Editor 
of Peace News; Frank Hancock; Stuart 
Morris, General Secretary of the Peace 
Pledge Union; and Charles’ Tritton. 
Invitations to serve on the committeg have 
been sent to Dr. Alex Wood, Chairman of 
Peace News Ltd.; Rev. Richard Lee; and 
Stanley Seamark. The PPU Executive 
were given authority to fill any vacancy 
should any of those invited be unable to 


serve. 


Footnote: Dr. Alex Wood, addressing the 
rapidly growing London Union of the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation last month 
said: “ Pacifists are not going to effect 
the political situation by remaining out- 
side, but by being in the rough and 
tumble of political life as it is.” 


PPU PLANS FOR 
WORLD PEACE DAY 
DEMONSTRATION 


PHE Peace Pledge Union Campaign 
“ Committee are planning a big open- 
air meeting in Hyde Park on World Peace 
Day, August 6, the Anniversary of the 
dropping of the first atom bomb on Hiro- 
shima. Other pacifist organisations will be 
invited to participate. 

If possible a march or procession will 
also be staged. 

Other demonstrations will be taking place 
on the same day in Hiroshima, and in 
many towns and cities throughout the 
USA, Germany and other countries. 


STEPNEY P.S.U. CARRIES ON | 


Stepney  Pacifiss Service Unit, 
pioneers in family casework, are 
carrying on. They have overcome 


their immediate difficulties of obtain- 
ing staff and are hoping that the 
present trickle of financial contribu- 
tions will grow into a steady stream. 


A SPECIAL General Meeting was held 
+* at Dick Sheppard House on May 29, 
to consider the future of the Stepney PSU 
in view of the serious shortage of 
personnel. 


As a result of the recent applications 
of two suitable full-time members and one 
part-time worker, and of the general feel- 
ing of the meeting that the neighbourhood 
service and Problem Family case-work the 
Unit was undertaking in Stepney 
vitally important, it was agreed that the 
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Sybil Morrison's 


CAMPAIGN 
COLUMN 


“Tt is a painful fact, but there is no 
denying it, the mass are the tools of 
circumstance—thistle-down on the 
breeze, straws on the river; but only 
tn proportion as they are things, not 

men and women. Man was meant not ( 
to be a slave, but the master of cir- 
cumstance; and in proportion as he 
recovers his humanity in every sense 
of that great obsolete word, in pro- | 
portion as he gets back the spirit of | 
manliness, which is self-sacrifice, affec- | 
tion, loyalty to an idea beyond him- 
self, a God above himself, so far will | 
he rise above circumstances, and wield — 
them at his will”’—Charles Kingsley 


7 OU’LL get yourself in clink 

one of these days,” said a 
friendly member of my Hyde Park 
audience as I was removing the stand 
after the meeting last Sunday.| 


I mentioned that it wouldn’t be the first 
time, but asked him why he believed that) 


this would be my future fate. He re- HEE 
plied that no one can incite workers to 

lay down their tools without incurring a which 
penalty for doing so. Once 


It is true that in answer to a remark) get throu: 


that there would be no more wars when enemy ” 
“the workers come into their own,” I had Mock 
replied that if the workers continued with-; Bri oc 
out protest, to make the weapons of wat} Pristol anc 
and allowed their fellows to be conscripted) he nine d 
for war, they would in the end come into, irony thi 
their own war—the war they had helped exercises ex) 
to make. 

Air Mars} 


These same workers have waged a long) ber Commar 
- 4 cé 
and arduous struggle to free themselve3) tercentions 


from slavery but they remain the slaves; h ; 
of circumstance and refuse to face the} (0% want it) 
fact of their slavery to war. They| Were ineffec 
grumble about income-tax—they strike for) One of 
higher wages to ‘meet the higher cost 0 reported 
living, but it never occurs to them to strik®) ey ercises 1 
to prevent a war, the preparation for) 4, re fi 
which partly accounts for high taxation S the fis 
taken the 


and raised cost of living. 


I am sure no one says to trade unionists, ~—~-—— 
who organise strikes to prevent men from 
having to stay away from their homes EPT 
“you'll get yourselves into clink one of 
these days,” yet those who want. to preg 
serve men’s homes and their lives and ity 


children’s lives are a “danger to society, To $s] 


and under certain circumstances, no doubb 
it is true “clink ” awaits them. iPREA 
It is our duty, all the same, to con*| >, f 

stantly remind people of their own 1 nineteer 
ponsibility, their own power to rise above mitted a 
circumstances, their own ability to refusé/he would ha 
to be mere straws upon a rushing rivef prison on p: 
and thistle-down in the wind. It is still! But bh 
true that Governments cannot make wars) po ae yn a 
without man-power and woman-power; the, 04rd that ¢ 
fighting man may be giving place to the! *® tell peop 
fighting machine but machines cannot yet) Plete his se: 
make themselves, and Governments \ can-:Telease on | 
not do without human skill. With the we 


Uneasy truce A letter ; 


' | Members to 
There is at the moment an uneasy truce £Wo other r 
a half-hearted agreement to agree to dis-| ‘ase this C 


agree, due chiefly to the fact that-neither (1) His 
side really wants a war. How different: service ha 
would be the attitude of foreign ministers licity, inc 
if neither side could possibly make a wat Maine dai 
During the summer months there is a terview. 
constant. opportunity for bringing our| deliberate! 
message before the ordinary public by) Which he 
means of open-air meetings, leaflet distri] Young me 
bution on particular occasions and postef (2) Coo 
parades. The Royal Tournament in Lon‘! communit: 
don continues until July 2 and volunteer3| the trial 
are needed to distribute the special leaflet! turn to 
at Olympia between the hours of 1.30 and) doubtful.” 
2.30 p.m. and 6.30 and 7.30 p.m. every) pe 
day except Sunday. ls “Qua 
Particulars of the special leaflets and) , Cents 


sposters for the mock-air battle will bé! Objem ors iy, 


found on the front page. : 


Let us, each single one of us, make surt! “ lie 
that at least one person views these mili} a 8 
ligious | 


tary activities from a different angle thad) What us | 
that of Government propaganda. | the ft ee 
— 5 priggh3tiva 


: Ro 
Unit should continue in spite of difficulties: 


Although it will not be possible tol 
expand the work at present, 80 strong was leer. clear 
the opinion of those assembled at the meet- teligion,” | 
ing that the Unit should continue, that thé) 9rness tha 
decision was taken to consolidate the work), love for 
at its present level, with the express aim)/°Sing milit 
of taking on new work, when the incoming acnsible for 
personnel are fully established. meher yea 

Although the present staff of PSU i8/n: The Has 
still not up to strength, it is hoped that! p son ge 
others who feel called upon to undertaké]y aching 
this difficult and important work eithel/ su, 
full or part-time will communicate with domes © 
the Secretary. The financial position of Go" 
the Unit is still also an urgent proble®) pw 


and an appeal is made to all pacifists | “tnote: 
was contribute to this vital social service whic¢ nrite al 
is being undertaken in the pacifist namé ma: of 
—_ tef, thi 
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